
Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision 
Notice of Preparation of an EIR 

October 9, 2018 
Page | 1 

State of California – The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

 

 
 

Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 

Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision 

Scoping Period: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 – Friday, November 9, 2018 

DATE: October 9, 2018 

TO: Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties 

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report  
Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision 
 

LEAD AGENCY:   California Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the California Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks) 
intends to prepare an environmental impact report (EIR), consistent with requirements under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The purpose of the EIR is to evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with the proposed Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision (Project). State 
Parks will serve as the lead agency under CEQA.  

The purpose of this Notice of Preparation (NOP) is to notify agencies, organizations, and individuals that 
State Parks plans to prepare the EIR and request input on the scope of the environmental analysis. From 
public agencies, we are inviting comments on the scope and context of the environmental information that 
is relevant to each agency’s statutory responsibilities with regard to the proposed Project. We are also 
requesting interested individuals’ or organizations’ views on the scope of the environmental document. 

SCOPING PERIOD 

Comments on the scope of the General Plan Revision will be accepted until 5:00 PM on Friday, 
November 9, 2018. Please submit comments to: 

By Email: info@RedRockGP.com 

By Mail:  California Department of Parks and Recreation 
  Attn: Katie Metraux, Acting OHMVR Planning Manager 
  1725 23rd Street, Suite 200 
  Sacramento, CA 95816 

mailto:info@RedRockGP.com


Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision 
Notice of Preparation of an EIR 

October 9, 2018 
Page | 2 

Written and oral comments will also be accepted at two scoping meetings, at the dates and times listed 
below.  

SCOPING/PLANNING MEETINGS 

Dual-purpose public meetings for EIR scoping and General Plan Revision planning will be held at the 
following dates and locations:  

Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
Location: Historical Society of the Upper Mojave Desert 
Address: 230 W Ridgecrest Blvd, Ridgecrest, CA 93555  
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 
Location: University of Antelope Valley, Grand Ballroom 
Address: 44055 N. Sierra Highway, Lancaster CA 93534 
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

These meetings will offer an opportunity for interested parties to meet the planning team and learn about 
the General Plan Revision. Attendees are encouraged to provide input about recreation opportunities and 
experiences, and goals and guidelines for park operations and programs. The meetings will also serve as 
scoping meetings for the EIR and attendees will have the opportunity to provide input on the scope and 
content of the EIR. The two meetings will be identical in format and content. Each meeting will begin 
with an open house from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The planning team will provide a brief presentation about 
the General Plan Revision and EIR at 6:30 p.m., followed by an opportunity for attendees to provide 
comments.  

Interested parties are also encouraged to visit www.RedRockGP.com to view the NOP, learn more about 
the Project and to sign-up for the Project email list.  

PROJECT TITLE 

Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision 

PROJECT LOCATION 

Red Rock Canyon State Park is an approximately 27,000-acre area within the Mojave Sector of the 
Tehachapi District of the California State Park System. The Park is located along State Highway 14 in 
Kern County, approximately 25 miles northeast of Mojave and 80 miles east of Bakersfield (see attached 
Project Vicinity Map). 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

In the late 1990s State Parks prepared an amendment to the Red Rock Canyon State Park’s 1982 General 
Plan, due to the addition of newly-acquired lands, and especially those to be added to Red Rock Canyon 
State Park (RRCSP) as a result of the California Desert Protection Act of 1994. This amendment covered 
the Last Chance Canyon addition to the RRCSP, which was transferred from the United States 
Department of Interior – Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to State Parks in 1994. State Parks 
collected data, performed inventories and assessments, met with stakeholders, and held public meetings. 
However, the planning effort was suspended in 2003 due to budget constraints.  

http://www.redrockgp.com/
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A second general plan revision was launched by State Parks in the fall of 2008. An NOP to initiate the 
CEQA review process was also issued at that time. The planning team held a scoping meeting and 
received extensive input from the public, agencies and stakeholders. This input informed and guided 
additional resource studies that have been conducted at the park since 2008 and was used to develop some 
initial planning concepts for potential park uses. This revision was suspended due to budgetary concerns. 

Much has changed near Red Rock Canyon State Park since 2008, including land use designations, 
regional planning, and additional land acquisitions. State Parks has initiated planning for Onyx Ranch 
State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA) immediately adjacent to Red Rock Canyon State Park. There 
also have been several changes to the CEQA process. Therefore, State Parks has decided to issue a new 
NOP. The input received on the prior NOP and during prior planning meetings has been considered in the 
planning concepts developed to date.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Red Rock Canyon State Park provides magnificent views of the scenic Mohave desert landscape, 
including the spectacular rock formations for which the Park is named. The Park includes two natural 
preserves, and provides many recreation opportunities, including camping, touring, sightseeing, geology 
and nature studies, star gazing, exploration of historic sites, equestrian activities, hiking, and opportunities 
for reflection and solitude. 

State Parks is developing a General Plan Revision for Red Rock Canyon State Park in accordance with 
Public Resources Code §5002.2 referencing General Plan guidelines and §21000 et seq. concerning the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The purpose of the General Plan Revision is to provide a 
comprehensive framework for future Park development and use, and to provide management objectives 
for the Park. While the current General Plan (adopted in 1982) only covers the original 8,180-acres, the 
Revised General Plan will include the entire area of approximately 27,000 acres currently under park 
ownership and management. The Revised General Plan will also provide a clear framework of consistent 
management goals and guidelines for the entire Park, identify formal boundaries, and make 
recommendations for the classification of all of the Park’s acreage. Preparation of the General Plan 
Revision will rely on existing information, including several recent studies at the park and in the 
surrounding areas. Based on the broad range of information available, and the prior planning efforts, State 
Parks has developed a series of proposed planning concepts to explore different management scenarios 
for the park and to solicit input from agencies and stakeholders. These proposed planning concepts will be 
available for viewing at the scoping/planning meetings and will form the basis for developing a preferred 
planning concept. 

With the General Plan Revision, State Parks proposes to take the following actions for Red Rock Canyon 
State Park:  

• Revise the 1982 General Plan to include a Statement of Management Intent for the entire Park 
which is consistent with the California Desert Protection Act, redefine the existing Declaration of 
Purpose for Red Rock Canyon State Park, and further define an appropriate purpose and vision 
for the transferred and acquired lands. 

• Amend the Park boundaries to reflect land transfers and acquisitions that have occurred since 
adoption of the 1982 General Plan. 

• Identify legal precedents and rights in connection with past and present land uses. 

• Identify priorities for the protection of significant physical, cultural, aesthetic and natural 
resources. This may include recommendations for the designation or expansion of preserves or 
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special districts within the Park. 

• Develop comprehensive management goals and guidelines for operation and management of the 
Park, consistent with the new Declaration of Purpose. 

• Address issues related to staff and public safety associated with the remote location of the Park, 
mines, roads, and trails. 

• Establish “Use Zones” and appropriate/allowable facilities and activities within each zone. 

• Identify interpretive opportunities/themes to set the framework for the development of Park wide 
interpretive programs. 

• Set the planning context for the park, including its proximity to the new Onyx Ranch SVRA and 
other surrounding land uses, and address common issues. 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

State Parks has determined that the following topics will be included for evaluation in the EIR for the 
General Plan Revision: Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Energy, 
Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water 
Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise, Population and Housing, Public Services, 
Recreation, Transportation and Traffic, Tribal Cultural Resources, and Utilities and Service Systems.  

By establishing “Use Zones” and classification, determining appropriate uses, and developing a 
comprehensive set of goals and guidelines, the Revised General Plan will identify measures to avoid and 
minimize potential impacts of future projects and activities that will be allowed under the Plan. Thus, the 
General Plan is expected to be largely self-mitigating. 

INTENDED USE OF THE EIR 

State Parks will use the EIR to consider the environmental effects of the General Plan Revision and if 
necessary, develop mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts resulting from General Plan 
implementation. State Parks will also consider a reasonable range of alternatives when reviewing the 
General Plan Revision for approval. The EIR will serve as the CEQA compliance document for adoption 
of the General Plan and will be certified by the lead agency (State Parks) concurrent with General Plan 
Revision approval.  

CEQA permits the use of a tiered process for environmental review. The first tier is a program-level 
analysis which comprehensively reviews the environmental impacts of a program as a whole at a broad 
conceptual level of analysis including cumulative impacts. Once certified, the EIR will serve as the 
programmatic environmental document to be referenced for implementation of future actions included in 
the General Plan Revision. It will serve as a first-tier document for the General Plan.  

Future implementation actions envisioned in the General Plan Revision that are found entirely within the 
scope of the EIR may not require additional environmental review. Those that do require additional 
review under CEQA may be able to use a streamlined or focused approach to CEQA compliance. 

 

 

 



Red Rock Canyon State Park General Plan Revision 
Notice of Preparation of an EIR 

October 9, 2018 
Page | 5 
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